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MEGAN DAY, BAGHDAD, IRAQ  
 
Today, the United States is referred to as a “melting pot.” This is because throughout 
the years since the discovery of America, people of different backgrounds and cultures have 
moved to the United States in search of a new home. There are many different reasons why 
people immigrate to the United States.  This may be because of new opportunities for jobs or a 
better education. They may have family that already lives in the United States. There may have 
been something terrible occurring in their country that they are trying to escape from. The 
reasons may differ by family, but all immigrants have something in common, they are all 
adjusting to new lives as Americans.  
Esther Kallis is an immigrant from Iraq. She was born in Baghdad, Iraq and moved to the 
United States when she was four years old. Her mother chose to immigrate after her father 
died when she was very young. Her family came to the United States in order to receive a 
better education, in search of more opportunities for their futures, and because they had family 
living here already.  
When Esther first arrived in the United States, she was very young, so she did not have 
as many problems adapting to her new life as older people may have. The main problem she 
suffered from was the language barrier. She was just beginning school when she came to 
America. She didn’t speak a word of English when she attended her first classes. Because she 
didn’t speak the same language as her peers, she had trouble communicating and making 
friends. That is, until a girl named Lisa decided to befriend her.  
Lisa came up to Esther one day at lunch and offered to share lunch with her. Lisa was 
Esther’s first friend in school, and she was very grateful for her. Lisa became Esther’s best friend 
and helped her to learn English very quickly. About six months into her time at school, Esther 
was able to speak English almost fluently. Because the language barrier was no longer a 
problem, she could continue her life in America with ease.  
Because Esther came to America at such a young age, she does not recall being treated 
differently by many people for being an immigrant. The only time she ever felt like she was an 
outsider was when she first began school and could not understand the language. She was 
welcomed to the United States by other family member’s of hers that either immigrated before 
her or were born in America. These family members, along with her new friends at school, 
helped her adjust to life in America rather quickly. 
Esther has been very successful in her life. Since she was in high school, she knew she 
wanted to become a nurse. After completing schooling, she followed that dream and she now 
works as a nurse at Swedish Covenant Hospital. She lives in Chicago, Illinois with her family and 
is very happy. She is married and has two children. Her son is about to go off to college, and she 
is very proud of his achievements.  
Esther agrees that it is important to remember your heritage and where you came from 
after you immigrate. Like many immigrants, she encourages her children to learn her foreign 
language. Her son and daughter are not fluent in Arabic, but they practice the language at 
home with their mother and with her family. Esther’s younger daughter is furthering her 
knowledge of Arabic by taking classes at her high school that teach her the basics of the 
language. She was encouraged by her mother to take this class.  
 
